SOLANO FIRE SAFE COUNCIL
BYLAWS

ARTICLE |
NAME

The name of the organization shall be the Solano Fire Safe Council, hereinafter referred to as
Council.

ARTICLE #i
PURPOSE
The purpose of the Solano Fire Safe Council includes, but is not limited to:

» FIRE-ADAPTED COMMUNITIES: Helping create and sustain fire-adapted communities;

» EDUCATION: Collaborating on outreach and public education on community wildfire
resilience, response, and recovery;

» STEWARDSHIP: Promoting beneficial fire and hazardous vegetation management
practices that support ecological function, climate resiliency, and address historical
management issues, including maintaining the area’s agricuttural and economic viability;

» VEGETATION MANAGEMENT: Assessing fire risk and working with partners on
hazardous fuels reduction efforts;

» RESPONSE: Supporting safe and effective fire response in Solano County; and

> RECOVERY: Supporting sustainable post-fire recovery for both communities and
landscapes.

How we accomplish this:

> COORDINATION: Uniting entities working throughout the wildfire sector in advancing
resilience efforts through Solanc County;

» PLANNING: Promoting community fire-safe planning and coordination including local
risk assessments;

» CWPP: Confributing to the development, update, and implementation of the Solano
County Community Wildfire Protection Plan;

» ENGAGEMENT: Collaborating with fire-related community groups such as local Fire Safe
Counrcils, Prescribed Burn Associations, and Firewise Communities;

» COMMUNITY: Empowering Solano County residents to be ready for wildfire; and

» GRANTS: Seeking available funding for proposed and approved wildfire resiliency
projects to make Solano County safer from wildfires.

ARTICLE NI
MISSION

The mission of the Solano Fire Safe Councit is to promote fire resiliency within the county by
providing a forum for communication, collaboration, and education.
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ARTICLE IV
MEMBERSHIP and VOTING RIGHTS

Members of the Solano Fire Safe Council are organizations, entities, or groups (OEGs), not
individuals. A membership list will be maintained by the Secretary of the Council. in addition to
regular membership, there shall be an Executive Committee comprised of the following mambers
with voting rights:

Voting Members:

Solano County Fire Chiefs’ Association City Representative (1)
Solano County Fire Chiefs’ Association District Representative (1)
Solano County Office of Emergency Services (1)
Resource Conservation District (1)
Locat Fire Safe Councils (1 per group)

« Glen Cove Fire Safe Council (1)

+ Green Valley Fire Safe Council (1)

+ Pleasants Valley Fire Safe Council (1)
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Newly formed Fire Safe Councils will be granted one seat by revision of the Bylaws to formalize
their inclusion on the Council. Fire Safe Councils must remain in good standing and hold regular
meetings within their respective communities.

Any organization, entity, or group (OEG) not listed above may apply for a voting membership seat
on the Council by submitting a request to the Executive Committee for consideration, provided
they meet the following criteria:

» The OEG must have at least 10 members or have been in existence and active in Solano
County for at least one year; or must be a local Fire Safe Council, Prescribed Bumn
Association, or other similar fire-related community group.

» The OEG must have a mailing address, and/or own or manage property, in Solano County,
or have a clearly demonsirable vested interest in Solano County.

» The OEG must be supportive of the Council's Purpose and Mission as stated in these
bylaws.

» The OEG must not be a for-profit OEG.

Petitions for membership will be placed on the agenda of the next regularly scheduled meeting
for approval by the Council's voting membership.

in order to cast votes at any given meeting, a voting member must:

> Satisfy the conditions for voting membership;

» Have applied for voting membership and have been accepted as a voting member, or be
explicitly listed as a voting member in the adopted Bylaws; and

» Be in good standing by continuing to satisfy the criteria for voting membership and not
missing more than three meetings in a 12-month period without reasonable excuse {e.g.
fires). If a member is not in good standing, the Council can seek a representative
replacement from the entity in question.
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Member entities shall designate individuals as primary and secondary representatives. Members
may, if needed, appoint a designee to attend meetings and vote on their behalf. Substitutions in
regular representation must be communicated to the voting membership in advance of a regularly
scheduled meeting. Voting members will cast only one vote per item, even if more than one

representative from that entity is present.

Phene or virtual attendance is acceptable and votes via either of these methods wilt be counted. A
simple majority of voting members in attendance is required to call a vote on a motion. A simple
majority in approval will be sufficient to approve a motion.

Members of the public who hold a stake in fire and fire management in the County or are
interested in these issues, but do not satisfy member requirements or do not wish to be voting
members, are welcome to attend meetings and are encouraged to participate in discussions.

ARTICLE V
GOVERNANCE

Meetings will be staffed by the Council Coordinator, a role which may be filled by Solano Resource
Conservation District staff, Solano County staff, grant funded staff, or another member as
appropriate, and/or when supported by current funding. The Council Coordinator is not a voting
member and is responsible for coordinating activities of the Council including but not limited to
organizing mestings, distributing agendas, taking attendance, preparing reports, conducting
outreach, and seeking and administering grant funds.

The Council will have as officers a Chair and Vice Chair, elected by voling members of the
Council. All officer positions are limited to voting members of the Council. Officers must be the
primary representative of an organization and may not be filled by a designee.

The Chair and Vice Chair will serve terms of two years, beginning January 2025 through
December 2026. These Bylaws establish no term limits, and there is no preclusion of a member
being reelected to their previous roie.

The Chair will conduct Councit meetings, including calling meetings to order, moderating
discussions, upholding parfiamentary procedure, and calling for votes on action items. The Vice
Chair will assume the duties of the Chair when the Chair is absent. If the Chair and Vice Chair
are both absent, meetings will be rescheduled upon direction of the Coordinator.

The Coordinator is responsible for preparing and presenting meeting minutes, certifying and
maintaining these Bylaws as amended or otherwise altered to date, ensuring that all notices are
duly given in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by Jaw, and ensuring
maintenance of all legal records of the Council, including membership.

ARTICLE Vi

COMMITTEES

The Council may form ad hoc committees (i.e., commitiees devoted to studying and advising on
a specific issue within a defined timeframe) on an “as-needed” basis and will have no standing
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committees other than the Executive Committee. Ad hoc committees can include representatives
from voting members, non-voting members, and other individuals from the commiunity. Ad hoc
committees will not have representatives from more than half of the Council’'s voting membership.

» Each ad hoc committee shall select a lead to facilitate tasks and report back to the
Council at reguiar meetings.

» Ifthe Council decides to elevate an ad hoc committee to a standing committee, the bylaws
can be amended by a vote of two-thirds (34) of voting members.

ARTICLE VI
MEETINGS

Meetings of the Council shall be heid regularly (typically monthly, but at least quarterly), at dates
and locations agreed upon by Councit members. The annual meeting calendar will be set at the
first meeting of the calendar year and approved by the Executive Committee. The Council is not
expected to be subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act (California’s open meeting law). The Council
will consider appropriate changes to the bylaws if it is later determined that the Brown Act applies.
Meetings may be conducted in person, virtually, or as a hybrid of the two.

An agenda will be distributed one week prior to each regularly scheduled meeting, approved by
the Chair or Vice Chair. Agendas will be emailed to all who have signed up for the distribution list,
including all voting members, and will be posted on the Council website.

Members of the community may request agenda items be added by notifying the Council
Coordinator at least two weeks before a regularly scheduled meeting. Meetings will include an
open comment and/or Q&A period.

The Council may convene, by decision of the Executive Commitiee, special maetings outside of
the approved calendar. Advance notice of these meetings will be given by email to the Council’s
distribution list and posted on the Council website.

ARTICLE VII

AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Council by a vote of two-
thirds (2/3) of the Council's voting members, provided that notice of the proposed amendments
has been given in advance at the previous meeting or sent to each member by email at least one
wesk prior to the meeting at which the vote will occur.

ARTICLE IX
RULES OF ORDER

Robert's Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary authority for all matters of procedure not
specifically covered by these Bylaws.
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ARTICLE X

FINANCIAL SPONSORSHIP/FISCAL AGENT

At this time, the Council is a convening of entities, and does not hoid a tax status or maintain a
fiduciary sponsorship. In the event the Council decides to become a 501(c)(3), similar entity, or
to partner with appropriate entities (County, RCD, etc.) for fiscal sponsorship of grants or other
funding mechanisms, it will require a majority vote of the Voting Membership. Grant applications
submitted with the approval of the Council will require a lead agency be identified and approved
by majority vote. Member organizations are encouraged fo disclose other funding pursuits to
promote collaboration, avoid conflict, coordinate complementary efforts, and to improve overall
effectiveness in serving the community.
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Signatures below:

I, the undersigned, concur with these bylaws and will participate in the Solano Fire Safe
Council and represent my organization to the best of my ability.

1. Signed MM Asae Date: | 3-20-25
Print Name: _Christopher Roce

bete: [B/17/26]

Date: 20 [
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7. signea | (DP—=

Print Name: _Ralph Mariscal

Organization: _Glen Cove Fire Safe Council
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